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The Open Access Movement 
by Cheryl Truesdell, Dean, IPFW Helmke Library
The Open Access (OA) movement seeks to provide scholarly literature online, free of charge, and free of most copyright 
restrictions.  
 
For the last several centuries reports of scholarship and research were disseminated via the print journal, a compilation of 
articles usually on a very narrow, discrete subject sold on subscription primarily to academic libraries. This closed access 
system meant that readership of scholarly articles was limited to institutions that could afford to subscribe to the journal or 
provided good interlibrary loan services. Over the last two decades the Internet has provided an opportunity for researchers 
to disseminate their scholarship more broadly and with greater impact through two new venues, open access journals (Gold 
OA) and/or open access repositories (Green OA).  
The goal of Gold OA is to provide scholarly, peer-reviewed articles that are available to the reader online, free of charge, and free of legal 
barriers, such as copyright or license restrictions. Gold OA comes in several varieties depending upon the level of openness achieved by 
the journal:
•	 Direct OA: the whole journal is published OA without limitation 
•	 Delayed OA: the journal keeps the most recent content accessible only to paying subscribers, but makes content freely accessible 
after an established embargo period 
•	 Hybrid OA: the author or author’s institution pays for an article to be made open access in an otherwise subscription-based 
journal 
The purpose of Green OA is to collect, preserve, and disseminate the intellectual output of an academic institution (e.g. IPFW's Opus: 
Research and Creativity at IPFW) or discipline (e.g.the National Library of Medicine’s PubMed Central) in a publicly accessible online 
repository. OA repositories are not publishers, but provide access to scholarship published elsewhere. 
The number of OA journals and repositories has increased significantly in the last decade.  In 2000 there were only 741 open access 
journals, in 2012 the Directory of Open Access Journals reports 8,413 open access journals. The Directory of Open Access Repositories 
recorded only 128 repositories in 2005 and now reports over 2,000 repositories worldwide.  
Certainly the expansion of the Internet and its ability to distribute information instantly throughout the world is a major driving force, 
but the growing number of universities, granting agencies, and scholars who are resisting a deeply entrenched process of scientific and 
scholarly research publishing that restricts rather than facilitates, free exchange of ideas, are fundamental and critical to its success. 
Many universities are signatories to Open Access initiatives, such as the Bethesda, Budapest read and Berlin declarations. In Indiana, 
Purdue University and IUPUI have endorsed one or more of these statements and the Academic Libraries of Indiana (ALI) is developing 
an endorsement of Open Access.
A growing number of faculty senates are recommending that faculty use an addendum to publication agreements that ensures that they 
retain rights to allow posting of their work in an open access repository (IU and Purdue have endorsed such an Addendum) and requiring 
deposit of scholarship in an institutional or subject repository. Many individual faculty, such as those joining the Cost of Knowledge 
boycott, are refusing to publish, referee or edit commercial journals that inhibit the free exchange of research. 
Some public and private research granting organizations now require that authors publishing grant-funded research results retain the right 
to publish in an open access repository. This summer 2012, Denmark's five research councils and the United Kingdom's seven research 
councils announced that researchers will be required to publish their grant-funded research findings in either an OA journal or deposit into 
a publicly accessible institutional repository.  This was followed by an announcement from the Wellcome Trust, one of the world's largest 
nongovernmental research foundations, that it will make OA publishing or deposit in an OA repository a condition of their grants. In the 
United States, currently, only the National Institutes of Health requires grant-funded research to be published in OA journals or deposited 
in an OA repository, but a bill (Federal Research Public Access Act) before Congress that has bipartisan support will require free public 
access to all tax-payer funded research.
Just five years ago the role of OA in scholarly literature was questionable, but recently The Guardian wrote that everyone agrees that 
publicly funded research should be freely available, ("Open access plan is no academic spring," The Guardian, 18 July 2012) and the 
question is not whether OA is an option, but how it should be implemented. ("Open access in research: catch up on the debate," The 
Guardian, 10 August 2012)  
In his article “The Inevitability of Open Access,” David Lewis, Dean, IUPUI University Libraries, argues that “it is likely that Gold OA 
journals will publish half of all scholarly articles by 2017 and will publish 90% of the articles by 2020” (College and Research Libraries 
News, vol. 73, #5. A scholarly communication system not dominated by expensive commercial journals and databases will have a 
significant impact on scholars, libraries, and, of course publishers. Ultimately, the primary benefactor of Open Access is the people who 
will be able to freely access the collective wisdom of the world’s research for the benefit of themselves and their communities.
